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The title of Petra’s newrecording may be Unseen Power, but there’s nothing mysterious 
about why this group maintains its position as Christian music's reigning rock band. 

Petra’s well established success would warrant resting on their many laurels — which 
include Grammy and Dove Awards. But the musically diverse and lyrically mature Unseen 
Power surpasses the popular and critical acclaim awarded 1990's Beyond Belief, again 
validating this ministry-oriented band of rockers brand of music. 

The band salutes the Motown sound on the ballad “Hand on My Heart,” and dives into 
the energy of black gospel on the rousing “Who's On the Lord’s Side?” “Destiny,” “Dance,” and 
“Sight Unseen” are anthemic, impassioned rock tunes — a indicative of the band’s name, 
Petra, which is the Greek word for rock. 

Unseen Power finds the band giving a compelling Christian response to tough issues 
like abortion and suicide (“Hey World”), Christian service and evangelism (“Ready, Willing and 
Able”), prayer (“Secret Weapon”), godly calling and identity (“Destiny”), and the necessity of 
faith, a la Hebrews chapter 11 (“Sight Unseen”). The band’s straightforward message and 
willingness to aggressively address these Christian and social concerns is more vital than ever. 

Bob Hartman founded Petra in 1972.. Hartman’s love for the guitar and deep 
commitment to his faith led him to create a unique brand of rock. The group soon became 
the house band at Fort Wayne, Indiana’s Adam’s Apple, an early Jesus People hang out. Their 
self-titled 1974 debut recording was the first album by a Christian rock band on Word Records’ 
then-fledgling Myrrh label. 

Fans loved it, but some Christians considered its sound too worldly, leading some 
booksellers to stock it quietly under the counter. 

Throughout the 70s and 80s, Petra diligently pursued their vision. They consistently 
translated the timeless themes of sin, salvation, Christian discipleship and spiritual warfare 
into powerful concept albums and stunning live performances. 

Petra paved the way for contemporary Christian music's increasing acceptance within 
the church and among mainstream audiences, expanded the music’s reach into video and 
youth curriculum, and creatively pioneered partnership with efforts in evangelism, world 
missions and Christian social action. 

Along the way they have become “the” Christian band for a legion of loyal followers. 

Readers of Contemporary Christian Music (CCM) magazine named Petra their favorite 
pop/rock artist or band in 1985, 1986, 1989, 1990 and 1991. Other 1991 Reader’s Poll 
Awards included Favorite pop/rock album and long form video (“Beyond Belief”), Favorite song 
(“Creed”), and Favorite live concert. 

The band also earned first or second place awards for Favorite male vocalist (John 
Schlitt), Favorite keyboard player (John Lawry), Favorite bass player (Ronny Cates), Favorite 
drummer (Louie Weaver), and Favorite guitar player and Favorite songwriter (Bob Hartman). 

Beyond Belief — which earned the band its first Grammy Award, four Dove Awards, 
and Christian music’s first entry into the memorabilia museums hosted by the international 
Hard Rock Cafe eating establishments — validated Petra’s long-standing popular success with 
well-known Christian leaders, music industry leaders and critics. The album featured two 


number one adult contemporary Christian radio singles, “Love” and Prayer”, the number one 
rock song “Creed,” a rocking restatement of the Apostle’s Creed. 

The increasing mainstream acceptance of Christian music and Word's mainstream 
distribution agreement with Epic Records means that Unseen Power will introduce Petra to 
a whole new audience, but that hasn't dimmed the band’s uncompromising Christian 
message. 

“Petra is a Christian band,” says Bob Hartman. “That’s the way we're always thought 
of, and that’s the way we wantit. We're a Christian band, and our goals are ministry-oriented. 

“We are not going to change our focus. And if anything, the possibilities of increased 
mainstream visibility and record sales will make us be even more outspoken than we have 
been.” 


PUBLICITY: MANAGEMENT: BOOKING: 

Kelly Tolson Insight Management William Morris Agency 
Word, Inc. 1209 16th Ave. S. 2325 Crestmoor Rd. 
3319 West End. Ave. #200 Nashville, TN 37212 Nashville, TN 37215 
Nashville, TN 37203 (615) 329-8090 (615) 385-0310 


(615) 385-9673 


THE BAND 


BOB HARTMAN - Lead guitar, principal songwriter and founder of Petra 
JOHN LAWRY - Keyboards, songwriter, formerly with Joe English band, joined Petra in 1984 
JOHN SCHLITT - Lead vocalist, lead vocalist with “Head East” until 1980, joined Petra in 1986 
LOUIE WEAVER- Drums, music degree from Trevecca College, formerly played with Nashville Symphony, 
joined Petra in 1982 
RONNY CATES - Bass guitar, from Shreveport, LA, former member of Christian band 20/20, joined Petra in 1988 


CURRENT PROJECT 


ALBUM TITLE: UNSEEN POWER 
LABEL: DaySpring {a division of Word, Inc.) 
RELEASE DATE: November 1991 


DISCOGRAPHY 
ALBUM TITLE 


UNSEEN POWER 
BEYOND BELIEF 


PETRA PRAISE: THE ROCK CRIES OUT 


ON FIRE! 

THIS MEANS WAR! 
BACK TO THE STREET 
CAPTURED IN TIME & SPACE 
BEAT THE SYSTEM 
NOT OF THIS WORLD 
MORE POWER TO YA 
NEVER SAY DIE 
WASHES WHITER THAN 
COME AND JOIN US 
PETRA 


GREATEST HITS RECORDINGS: 
Petrafied: The Very Best Of Petra 
War And Remembrance 

Petra Means Rock 


igpiea CTIONS 


CHRISTIAN MUSIC’S TOP-SELLING BAND, SELLING OVER 3 MILLION RECORDS 
* CHRISTIAN MUSIC’S FIRST RECORDING GROUP ENSHRINED IN THE HARD ROCK CAFE 
* CHRISTIAN MUSIC’S FIRST ROCK GROUP TO WIN THE GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION 
GROUP OF THE YEAR DOVE AWARD (the gospel Grammy equivalent) 
* FIRST CHRISTIAN RECORDING GROUP TO WIN EIGHT SIMULTANEOUS CCM MAGAZINE READERS’ 


POLL AWARDS 


* FIRST CHRISTIAN RECORDING GROUP TO HOLD FIVE SIMULTANEOUS NUMBER ONE CHART 
POSITIONS ON CCM UPDATE RADIO AND RETAIL CHARTS 

CO-HOSTED DAVE DREVECKY CELEBRATION IN SAN FRANCISCO - 1989 

PERFORMED “STAR SPANGLED BANNER” FOR PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - 1989, 1990 

PERFORMED AT MAJOR STATE FAIRS THROUGHOUT THE U.S. 

TOURED INTERNATIONALLY SELLING OUT CONCERTS THROUGHOUT EUROPE 

TOP-SELLING NON-EUROPEAN ARTIST IN EUROPE 

TOURED WITH NOTED AUTHOR AND YOUTH SPEAKER JOSH MCDOWELL 


+ &* & & & & 


FACT SHEET 


RECORD LABEL 


DAYSPRING 
DAYSPRING 
DAYSPRING 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 
STAR SONG 


AWARDS AND HONORS 


GRAMMY AWARD - 
Best Rock/Contemporary Gospel Album for BEYOND BELIEF - 1991 


GRAMMY AWARD NOMINEE - 
Best Rock/Contemporary Gospel Album for BEYOND BELIEF - 1991 
Contemporary Gospel Group - 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988 


GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION DOVE AWARDS - 
Group Of The Year - 1991 
Rock Album Of The Year for BEYOND BELIEF - 1991 
Rock Recorded Song Of The Year for “Beyond Belief” - 1991 
Recorded Music Packaging Of The Year for BEYOND BELIEF - 1991 
Long Form Music Video Of The Year for ON FIRE! Video Event - 1990 
Recorded Music Packaging Of The Year for PETRA PRAISE - 1990 


GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION DOVE AWARD NOMINEE - 
Artist Of The Year - 1986 
Group Of The Year - 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991 
Album Of The Year/Contemporary - 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987 
Rock Album Of The Year - 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991 
Long Form Music Video Of The Year - 1990, 1991 
Rock Recorded Song Of The Year - 1991 
Album Cover And Packaging - 1985, 1986, 1989, 1990, 1991 


CASHBOX MAGAZINE MUSIC AWARDS NOMINEE - 
Group of the Year - 1989 


CCM MAGAZINE READERS’ POLL AWARDS - 
Favorite Artist Or Band - 1985, 1986, 1989, 1990, 1991 
Favorite Pop/Rock Album/BEYOND BELIEF - 1991 
Favorite Long Form Video/BEYOND BELIEF - 1991 
Favorite Song/”Creed” - 1991 
Favorite Live Concert - 1991 
Favorite Bass Player /Ronny Cates - 1991 
Favorite Drummer/Louie Weaver - 1991 
Favorite Songwriter/Bob Hartman - 1991 


CHARISMA MAGAZINE READERS’ POLL AWARDS - 
Favorite Christian Group - 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989,1990 


CAMPUS LIFE MAGAZINE READERS’ POLL AWARDS - 
Best Band - 1985, 1986, 1989, 1990 


HARVEST ROCK SYNDICATE READERS’ POLL AWARDS- 
#1 Christian Band - 1987, 1989 


